1869.] Clinico-Pathological Society of Washington. 109 


August 3. Fibrinous Concretions within Heart. — Dr. S. J. Todd pre¬ 
sented a specimen of this, with the following history:— 

January 5. Saw in my office R. B., mulatto, barber, ret. 35, stout and 
of healthy parentage. Habits are good, though he had formerly been 
very intemperate. The disease for which he consulted me was syphilis, 
at that stage when the later secondary and earlier tertiary symptoms seem 
to merge one into the other; the initial lesion had been contracted about 
two years previously. The symptoms all yielded to a course of mercury 
exhibited internally and by fumigation. The iodide of potassium was 
also given at the latter part of the treatment. In July of same year he 
again came under my care; this time with symptoms of dyspepsia, for 
which tonics and a regulated diet were ordered. He improved some¬ 
what, but on the 17th I was sent for and found him suffering from an 
attack of hepatitis. The liver was enlarged, but at no time was there 
much febrile reaction. The heart was irregular in its action, but no signs 
of organic disease of that organ were found after a careful examination. 
Small doses of calomel were given, and with good effect, the patient re¬ 
turning to his business in three weeks from the date of the attack. I con¬ 
tinued to see him from time to time during a period of nine months, as 
his old disease (syphilis) would occasionally manifest itself. On the 18th 
of May, 1866, was again called to see him, and found the same hepatic 
symptoms with anasarca in addition. The urine was tested and found 
normal, except a slight trace of sugar. Prof, G. R. Dove saw the patient 
with me at this time, and confirmed my diagnosis as to the absence of or¬ 
ganic disease of the heart. Tonics and a nutritious diet were ordered, 
but no improvement took place as regards the dropsy, which steadily in¬ 
creased and soon became general. The severer hepatic symptoms sub¬ 
sided, and elaterium and the nitro-muriatic bath were given, the former 
relieving the dropsy somewhat, the latter without appreciable benefit. 
Nothing of interest transpired till the 1st September, when, on examining 
the heart for the third time, a regurgitant murmur was heard, and its 
action found regularly irregular, losing one beat in three. The patient 
was seen by Drs. A. T. P. Garnett and J. T. Young in consultation; and 
valvular insufficiency was diagnosticated. The patient passed from under 
my care, but I learn from his medical attendant that the treatment was 
directed to improving his general condition and relieving the dropsy by the 
occasional use of cathartics, diuretics, and diaphoretics. He expired sud¬ 
denly the 28th of June, 1867, and the following day, fourteen hours after 
death, I made an autopsy, assisted by Dr. H. A. Robbins. 

Rigor mortis marked; abdomen enlarged and distended; lower ex¬ 
tremities oedematous; abdomen punctured and gave exit to seven quarts 
of straw-coloured fluid. On opening thorax the pericardium was found 
distended with the same fluid to the amount of four to five ounces. It 
was firmly bound to pleurae. In cutting the large vessels at the base of 
the heart a fibrinous clot of pink colour was seen hanging from the pulmo¬ 
nary artery, and being accidentally drawn out was found to be six inches 
in length, about the thickness of the forefinger, and terminating in a blood 
clot. On opening the abdominal cavity, the liver was found somewhat 
enlarged and firmly bound to diaphragm, and surrounding viscera by 
broad adhesive bands. It was slate coloured, and covered with circular 
yellowish spots, varying in size from |th to jth of an inch in diameter; 
its peritoneal coat was much thickened and easily detached, exposing de¬ 
pressions corresponding in size and shape to the spots. 



110 Proceedings op the [Jan. 

The following is a description of the heart, which was carefully examined 
by Dr. Wm. B. Drinkard: Dimensions of heart perceptibly increased (weight 
and measurement not taken, examination being very hurriedly made); 
no appearance of fatty degeneration, nor of any change in pericardium. 
On opening heart all four of its cavities were found lined, and its orifices 
nearly occluded, by fibrinous concretions of a pale pink hue, elastic, pos¬ 
sessed of a considerable power of resistance when torn away, and of a 
fibrous texture. They were closely applied against the walls of the cavi¬ 
ties, and entwined amongst the column® carne® and tendinous chords of 
the valves, in such a way as evidently to offer an obstruction to the free 
play of these latter during life. The column® carne® were very much 
hypertrophied, some of them being of unusually large size. No abnormal 
appearance was discoverable in the endocardium; the fibrous deposits 
being simply in apposition with it, and not adherent, as they were very 
easily removed. On examining the condition of the valves, the aortic 
and pulmonary were found natural, retaining liqnid very perfectly. The 
tricuspid and mitral valves were insufficient in a marked degree. The 
ven® cav® and pulmonary veins had been cut off close where the heart 
was removed from the body, so that both auricles were opened. There 
was no change in the texture .of the valves. Although all the cavities of 
the heart were dilated, yet there was no indication of hypertrophy of its 
substance, beyond that of the column® carne® already noticed. 

October 5. Delirium Tremens treated successfully by large doses of Cap¬ 
sicum. —Dr. C. M. Ford reported the following case:— 

Mr.-, thirty-five years of age, nervous temperament; small stature; 

weight one hundred and twenty pounds. His regular habits for years 
have been six months temperate, and six W'eeks continuous drinking. 
First seen August 4th, at 9 A. M., when he presented the well-marked 
phenomena of delirium tremens, as muscular tremours, delirious halluci¬ 
nation, cool extremities, and inability to sleep. Ordered twenty grains 
of capsicum, to be taken at once in form of bolus. In less than half an 
hour after its administration he fell into a quiet sleep, which continued 
three hours. Upon awakening beef-tea was given, as also two ounces 
of whiskey. 2 o’clock P. M. Patient feeling better; the frightful hal¬ 
lucinations only present when eyes are closed. Another bolus of twenty 
grains of capsicum ordered, which again produced sleep in half an hour. 
9 o’clock P. M. Patient still sleeping. Awoke at 10 o’clock, and took 
beef-tea and whiskey, after which he again went to sleep and slept all 
night. 

August 5. At 9 A. M., just twenty-four hours from first visit, found 
the patient almost perfectly relieved, except diarrhoea, which commenced 
early in the morning. He conversed freely, and remarked that after 
taking the first bolus, he experienced a sense of warmth, first in the 
stomach, and then throughout the whole body. He stated that he had 
had four attacks previously, commencing like this one, and lasting from 
four to eight days. 

6th. Patient walked to his office, and on Ith resumed his regular duties. 

October 19. Chronic Laryngitis and Tracheotomy _Dr. D. W. Pren¬ 

tiss reported the following case:— 

Mrs. M., aged 21; good constitution; healthy parentage on mother’s 
side, father’s family consumptive; both parents living ; had been married 



